
 

 

Mitigate FL Meeting Minutes 
 

 

 

Facilitator:  Laura Dhuwe 

Purpose:  Mitigate FL – 3rd Quarter Meeting 

Meeting Location: Webinar/Conference Call Only  

 Date and Time: September 14, 2021 at 1:00 PM 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Participation Element: What does Mitigation mean to you?  

• Results: 

 
 

Agenda Item: Watershed Planning Initiative   

 Discussion: 

• A more in-depth webinar about the initiative will occur September 22, 2021 at 2:00 PM EST, 

contact Laura Dhuwe if you have not received an invite; Laura.Dhuwe@em.myflorida.com 

• Creating a Watershed Master Plan can help Community Rating System (CRS) communities 

progress from a Class 5 to a Class 4 ranking 

• The purpose of this initiative is to create a cost-effective and easily replicable Watershed 

Master Plan for Florida communities to use 
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• During Phase 1, two WMPs were completed, in partnership with FAU, as part of the pilot 

program during 9/2019 to 6/2021 

• FDEM is moving forward with Phase 2; FDEM will request applications from FL communities 

for funding to produce a WMP to help gain CRS points 

o Eligible applicants: local governments and communities, County governments, 

Water Management Districts, intergovernmental partnerships 

o Project length: 12 months 

 

Agenda Item: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Update  

 Discussion: 

• DR-4399 Hurricane Michael 

o $40,173,810 approved  

o Lock-in increased upon appeal  

• DR-4337 Hurricane Irma 

o $266,592,532 approved  

• FM-5178 2017 Wildfires  

o $1,351,375 approved  

• DR-4283 Hurricane Matthew  

o $25,486,437 approved  

• DR-4280 Hurricane Hermine  

o $6,998,655 approved  

• FM-5307 2020 Wildfires  

o Application period closed on May 10 

o Lock-in: $1,889,043  

• DR-4468 Hurricane Dorian  

o Application period closed on May 24 

o Lock-in: $24,829,818  

• DR-4564 Hurricane Sally 

o Application period closed on August 13 

o Lock-in: $39,136,511 

• DR-4486 COVID-19 Pandemic 

o Tier 1: All counties 

o NOFA will be published very soon 

o Lock-in: $135,707,196 

• HMGP is providing a 100% digital submission option; will be an option for DR-4486 COVID-

19 submissions 

• Even if you requested file sharing access for past grants, you will have to do it again. Please 

use the email template language in the NOFA.  

• HMGP Contacts: Katheen Marshall, Kathleen.Marshall@em.myflorida.com and Jared 

Jaworski, Jared.Jaworski@em.myflorida.com  
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Agenda Item: Non-Disaster Update  

Discussion: 

• FMA FY 2020: 11 were selected for further review 

• BRIC FY 2020: 4 were selected for further review, 2 appeals pending with FEMA 

• FMA/BRIC FY 2021 

o FEMA NOFO was published 8/9/2021 and FDEM announced on 8/13/2021 

o Application period: 9/30/2021 to 11/12/2021 by 5:00 PM EST in FEMA GO system 

o Only complete applications will be accepted  

• Participation Element: Do you intend to apply for Non-Disaster Grants for FY 2021?  

o Results:  

 
 

Agenda Item: Floodplain Management Update  

 Discussion: 

• New State Floodplain Management Officer and Floodplain Management Unit Manager is 

Conn Cole, Conn.Cole@em.myflorida.com  

• Upcoming October assessments for the SCORE CAV system will occur for communities in 

Walton, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Escambia  

• Resources available: Post-Disaster Toolkit for Floodplain Administrators, SFMO Post-disaster 

webinar (on-demand) series 

• SFMO will send correspondence to all 2022 CRS Cycle Visit communities to review 

regulations for consistency with CRS Class 8 Pre-Requisite  
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Agenda Item: Insurance Sector Update  

 Discussion: 

• Risk Rating 2.0: equity and action has been released and if anyone has any experience with 

it so far, please email Barbara 

• Following legislation on reauthorization of NFIP, currently set to expire on 9/30/2021 

o Currently being discussed: reauthorization of NFIP for the next 5 years; continuous 

coverage concerns when switching from NFIP to private coverage and back; cross-

subsidies for low-income families; real-estate disclosures for properties in SFHAs and 

flood-risk properties and requiring landlords to inform tenants of flood-risks 

• Contact: Barbara Cartwright, Barbara.Cartwright@em.myflorida.com  

 

Agenda Item: Silver Jackets 

 Discussion: 

• New Silver Jackets FDEM coordinator is Ian Ohlin; Ian.Ohlin@em.myflorida.com  

• Quarterly meeting on 9/15/2021 at 2:00 PM EST 

• Project updates: 

o H&H Study on Lake Martin project is on-going 

• Approved projects for FY22 

o Immokalee Regional Water Plan 

o Florida Coastal Resilience Workshop 

 

Agenda Item: LMS Updates 

 Discussion: 

• 58 approved LMS plans 

• Reminder: Encourage jurisdictions to adopt as soon as possible following approval as it can 

impact future grant eligibility cause time delays with grants! 

o Currently missing resolutions from 15 counties  

 

Agenda Item: 2023 SHMP Update Subcommittee 

 Discussion: 

• New progress graphic  

• Input survey coming soon  

• Email Laura Dhuwe if you are interested in participating in the SHMP update sub-

committee; Laura.Dhuwe@em.myflorida.com  

 

Agenda Item: DEP Resilient Florida Program  

 Discussion:  

• Sea Level Impact Projection Studies 

o 161.551, F.S. passed; requires state-financed constructor to complete a SLIP study 

before completing construction of coastal structure 
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o New online tool to help complete the SLIP study and visualize projected SLR estimations; 

https://floridadep-slip.org/Default.aspx  

• Resilient Florida 

o Program recently passed 380.093, F.S. with five major sections 

▪ Resilient Florida Grant Program: grant funding available for planning and 

infrastructure projects  

▪ Comprehensive Statewide Data Set and Vulnerability Assessments: must be 

completed by July 1, 2022 

▪ Statewide Flooding and Sea Level Rise Resilience Plan: including projects from 

vulnerability assessments, projects were submitted, and application period 

closed 9/1/2021 

▪ Regional Resilience Entities: funding for these entities to assist communities with 

technical assistance 

▪ Florida Flood Hub: College of Marine Science at USF will serve as the lead 

institution to support applied research and innovation to address the flooding 

and sea level rise challenges of the state 

• Contact: Whitney Grey, Whitney.Grey@FloridaDEP.gov  

 

Announcements:  

• Bulletin published on 9/13/21 

o Contact Kristin Lentz with any requests or article submissions; 

Kristin.Lentz@em.myflorida.com  

• Upcoming G-393 Trainings  

o Polk: October 12-14 

o Leon: December 7-9 

• Contact your LMS liaison if you would like to schedule a training in your region/county  

o Laura Dhuwe: Region 1 

o Kristin Lentz: Regions 3, 4, 5 

o Ian Ohlin: Regions 2, 6, 7 

 

 

Next Meeting:  December 14, 2021 at 1:00 PM EST via Webinar 

 

Questions: None  

 

Attendees: (169)  

• Laura Dhuwe, Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM)  

• Miles Anderson, FDEM  

• Claudia Baker, FDEM 

• Miguel Betancur, FDEM  
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• Al Bishop, FDEM  

• Kayla Born, FDEM  

• Willie Bouie, FDEM  

• Eddy Bouza, FDEM  

• Elizabeth Caison, FDEM  

• Nathaniel Cantin, FDEM  

• Barbara Cartwright, FDEM 

• Amanda Chin, FDEM  

• Eliwallis Cortes, FDEM  

• Conn Cole, FDEM 

• Dan Curcio, FDEM  

• Andrea Font, FDEM  

• Douglas Galvan, FDEM  

• Daniel Gardea, FDEM  

• Kristen Hall, FDEM  

• Susan Harris-Council, FDEM  

• Jenna Hayth, FDEM  

• John Hayth, FDEM  

• Cary Helmuth, FDEM  

• Margarita Hernandez, FDEM  

• Barbara Holeda, FDEM  

• Pamela Hughes, FDEM 

• Naomi Iglesias, FDEM   

• Jared Jaworski, FDEM  

• Amelia Johnson, FDEM  

• I’Reka Jordan, FDEM  

• Maria Kimball, FDEM  

• Frank McColm, FDEM (contractor)  

• Amy Miller, FDEM  

• Nicolai Modrow, FDEM  

• Kristabel Moore, FDEM  

• Kristin Lentz, FDEM 

• Ian Ohlin, FDEM 

• Samantha Politano, FDEM  

• Melanie Prescott, FDEM  

• Kailyn Quirk, FDEM  

• Jim Roberts, FDEM  

• Chris Sabol, FDEM  

• Renee Singh, FDEM  



 

 

• Gillian Smith, FDEM  

• Michael Spagnolo, FDEM  

• Carlin Spink, FDEM (contractor)  

• Holly Swift, FDEM  

• Marnie Villanueva, FDEM  

• Ed Warren, FDEM  

• Mindy Yang, FDEM  

• Brian Kenyon, Agency for Health Care Administration  

• Karen Hagan, Agency for Persons with Disabilities  

• Evan Blythe, Apalachee Regional Planning Council  

• Patti Broadway, Department of Business and Professional Regulation  

• Matt Howard, Department of Children and Families  

• Jeff Bryan, Department of Corrections  

• Todd Sharpe, Department of Corrections 

• Mark O’Neill, Department of Education (DOE) 

• Neila Wohlgemuth, DOE  

• Josh Register, Department of Elder Affairs  

• Joseph Bauer, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)  

• Whitney Gray, DEP 

• Kelly Corvin, Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) 

• Alyssa Hernandez, DEO  

• Sasha Jones, DEO  

• Robert Bass, Department of Juvenile Justice  

• Loren Lowers, Department of the Lottery  

• Patrick Gardner, Department of Revenue  

• Jennifer Carver, Department of Transportation (DOT) 

• Jennifer Green, DOT 

• Mary Jane Hayden, DOT 

• Brian Richardson, DOT 

• Joseph Sullivan, DOT  

• Irene Cabral, DOT 

• Samuel Mwenda, Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWF WMD) 

• Jerrick Saquibal, NWF WMD 

• Tyler Nolen, Northeast Florida Regional Council  

• Richard Dickens, St. Johns River Water Management District  

• Carolina Maran, South Florida Water Management District  

• Kawika Bailey, Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWF WMD) 

• Tim Fallon, SWF WMD  

• Ann Kenny, SWF WMD 



 

 

• Michelle Leonard, SWF WMD  

• Terese Power, SWF WMD  

• Leroy Marshall, Suwannee River Water Management District  

• Eric Kunzman, Bay County  

• Frankie Lumm, Bay County  

• Romeo Lavarias, Broward County/City of Miramar  

• Lori VanKannon, Broward County  

• Bradley Geelen, Charlotte County  

• Michael Ladd, Clay County  

• Howard Critchfield, Collier County  

• William Lang, Collier County  

• Christopher Mason, Collier County  

• Rick Christoff, Desoto County  

• Noah Ray, Duval County/City of Jacksonville  

• Michael Catalano, Flagler County  

• Ryan Simpson, Flagler County  

• Richard Zion, Flagler County  

• Tress Dameron, Gulf County  

• Laura Calvillo, Hardee County  

• Tammar Hammer, Hendry County  

• Christina Hummel, Hillsborough County  

• Monica Martin, Hillsborough County  

• Kevin Moran, Hillsborough County  

• Troy Salisbury, Hillsborough County  

• Kayla Smart, Hillsborough County  

• William Twaite, Hillsborough County  

• Rachel Ivey, Indian River County  

• Renee Lowe, Jackson County 

• Keith Maddox, Jackson County  

• Paula Carroll, Jefferson County  

• Megan Milanese, Lake County  

• Martin DaHaven, Leon County  

• Jeannine Fier, Leon County  

• Serala Hermes, Leon County  

• Lisa Shuler, Liberty County  

• Jake Bibler, Manatee County  

• Ryan Murphy, Manatee County  

• George Dzama, Martin County  

• Sonji Hawkins, Martin County  



 

 

• Irina Mocanu, Miami Dade County/Town of Surfside  

• Robin Yang, Miami Dade County  

• Jeff Manning, Monroe County  

• Mark Wilson, Nassau County  

• Lauraleigh Avery, Orange County  

• Nat Prapinpongsanone, Orange County/City of Orlando  

• Robin Hinson, Osceola County  

• Cameron Crandell, Osceola County/City of St. Cloud  

• Ronnie Heen, Palm Beach County  

• Nolan Ristau, Pasco County  

• Smita Ambadi, Pinellas County  

• Joe Borries, Pinellas County  

• Jerri Kaplan, Polk County  

• Lani Birchett, Santa Rosa County  

• Ryan Murphy, Sarasota County  

• Kathryn Valentine, Seminole County  

• Joe Giammanco, St. Johns County  

• Laura Nelson, St. Johns County  

• Karen Kozac, St. Lucie County  

• Shane Ratliff, St. Lucie County/City of Port St. Lucie  

• Marty Sanders, St. Lucie County/Schools  

• David Casto, Sumter County  

• Loretta Moisio, Volusia County/City of Ormond Beach  

• Michelle Metcalf, Wakulla County  

• Lynne Abel, Washington County  

• Connie Welch, Washington County  

• Dave Blalock, USACE   

• Jennifer John, USACE  

• Josinell Seranno-Canals, USACE  

• Stephanie Verhulst, USACE  

• Everett Williams, US Military  

• Gabriela Vigo, FEMA  

• Krysten Bennett, Langton Consulting  

• Edward Fernandez, ICF  

• David Hamstra, Pegasus Engineering  

• Danny Hinson, Tetra Tech  

• Beth Hollister, Cummins Cederberg  

• Danielle Irwin, Cummins Cederberg  

• Katie Williams, Cummins Cederberg  



 

 

• Chris Zambito, Atkins Global  

• Stockton Reeves, Center for Public Safety 

• Michelle Hershel, Florida Electric Cooperative Association  

• Chris Holley, Florida League of Cities  

• Eve Rainey, Florida Emergency Preparedness Association  

• Janet Bowman, The Nature Conservancy  

• Tiphanee Brown-Francis, FAU  

• Daniel Meeroff, FAU  

• Eugene Henry, Private Citizen 


