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Health Care Facility Impact

• Power Outage
– 350 Nursing Homes (683 licensed)
– 1,677 Assisted Living Facilities (3,109)
– 2,029 Total Facilities

• Evacuations
– 88 Nursing Homes
– 635 Assisted Living Facilities
– 862 Total Facilities
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Long Term Care Impact

• Half of Long Term Care Providers had No 
Power in Excess of 2 Days 

• 90 Long Term Care Providers Returned 
Post-evacuation Before Full Power was 
Restored 
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Emergency Power Rules
Refer to Rules for Requirements

• Nursing Homes
– AHCA Rule 59A-4.1265 
– HB 7099

http://ahca.myflorida.com/MCHQ/Health_Facility_Regulation/Long_Term_Care/docs/Nur
sing_Homes/59A-4.1265_EmergencyEnvironmentalControlFoNNursingHomes.pdf

• Assisted Living Facilities
– DOEA Rule 58A-5.036 
– SB 7028

http://ahca.myflorida.com/MCHQ/Health_Facility_Regulation/Assisted_Living/docs/alf/58
A-5.036EmergencyEnvironmentalControlForAssistedLivingFacilities.pdf
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Emergency Power Rules: Time Line
Final Rules Ratified by the Legislature via Legislative Bills

March 26, 2018 Rules Effective Upon Governor 
Scott’s Signature of Bills

April 25, 2018 Emergency Power Plans Due 30 
Days after Effective Date of Rules

June 1, 2018 Emergency Power Plans 
Implemented

January 1, 2019 Implementation Extension 
Under Certain Conditions
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Emergency Power Rule Requirements 

• Emergency power plan is part of the Comprehensive 
Emergency Management Plans (CEMPs)

• Emergency power source maintained at the facility
• Must support internal temperatures of 81 degrees or 

less
– Safe temperatures at all times for residents
– Nursing homes - no less than 30 square feet per resident
– ALF – no less than 20 square feet per resident, may use 

80% of licensed capacity to calculate, resident choice/ 
facility monitors

– Facilities on same campus may share resources
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Emergency Power Rule - Fuel 
• Support internal temperatures for 96 hours
• Nursing Homes

– 72 hours onsite fuel or piped gas
– Bring additional 24 hours of fuel onsite (to achieve 96 hours) upon 

declaration of an emergency
– If fuel storage is restricted by regulations and piped gas is not 

available, must replenish 24 hours prior to depletion
• Assisted Living Facilities

– 72 hours onsite fuel or piped gas for 17+ beds
– 48 hours onsite fuel or piped gas for 16 or less beds
– Bring additional fuel onsite (to achieve 96 hours) upon declaration of 

an emergency
– If fuel storage is restricted by regulations, must replenish 24 hours 

prior to depletion
– Carbon monoxide detectors are required

9



Nursing Home Deadlines

• Implement plans by June 1, 2018
• Extend until January 1, 2019 for certain delays

– Must still arrange for safe temperatures
– Have an alternative power source onsite or contract for 

delivery within 24 hours of state of emergency
– May evacuate if in an evacuation zone
– Does not supersede evacuation orders

• Additional extensions by Rule Variance
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Nursing Home Review Process

• AHCA Office of Plans and Construction reviews 
nursing home mechanical plans

• Local Emergency Management Agencies review EPP 
for compliance – notify AHCA
– Facility must correct deficiencies in 10 days

• Facility notifies residents – submission/approval
• Facility provides AHCA consumer friendly summary
• AHCA posts summaries online
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OPC Generator Project Checklist

12

http://ahca.myflorida.com/MCHQ/Health_Facility_Regulation/Long_Term_Care/Index_LTCU.shtml
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Assisted Living Facility Deadlines

• Implement plans by June 1, 2018
• Extend until January 1, 2019 for certain delays

• Must still arrange for safe temperatures
• Have an alternative power source onsite or contract for 

delivery within 24 hours of state of emergency
• May evacuate if in an evacuation zone
• Does not supersede evacuation orders

• Additional extensions by Rule Variance
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Assisted Living Facility Review Process

• Local Authority Having Jurisdiction reviews ALF 
building/mechanical plans

• Local Emergency Management Agencies review 
EPP for compliance – notify AHCA
– Facility must correct deficiencies in 10 days

• Facility notifies residents–submission/approval
• Facility provides AHCA consumer friendly 

summary 
• AHCA posts summaries online
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Next Steps

• Local Emergency Management Coordination
– Facilities’ Comprehensive Emergency 

Management Plan Status
– Local Collaboration to Address Concerns
– Improve Self-Sufficiency 
– CEMP Rule Changes
– Facility Hardening
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Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plans

• Rules being revised for all AHCA Programs
• Align where possible with Federal 

Requirements
• Previous workshop comments will be 

considered
• Provide input on areas where guidance is 

needed, such as enforcement
• Unique plans for each provider versus 

uniformity for residential/ non-residential
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Facility Hardening 

• Facility Hardening and Sustainability
– Support Appropriate Sheltering in Place
– Enable Safe Return after Evacuation
– Implementing Federal Rules for Emergency 

Preparedness for Certified Providers 
• Applies to nursing homes and other federal 

certified providers (not ALFs)
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Emergency Status System 

• Florida Health Stat Rewrite
• Emergency Status System (ESS) 
• Phased Releases May, 2018 – July, 2018
• Provider/ AHCA/ DOH and Partner Enrollment
• Targeted Training 
• Real-Time Provider Updates
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Emergency Status System 

• Facility Information (address, beds, special 
programs)

• Contact Staff Names / Phones
• Resident/Patient Characteristics
• Generator Details / Status
• Impact/ Damage
• Needs – General
• Contact Made – Calls/ Visits
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AHCA.myflorida.com
FloridaHealthFinder.gov

Laura MacLafferty, ECO                           Kim Smoak
Health Facility Regulation Chief       Field Operations Chief

Scott Waltz
Plans and Construction Chief

Bernard Hudson                              Keisha Woods
Manager Long Term Care Unit Manager Assisted Living Unit
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